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Purpose of GDACSPurpose of GDACS

• Reliable alert notification
after sudden-onset disasters

• Facilitated information exchange 
among stakeholders to coordinate the 
disaster response operations (relief 
phase)
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What is GDACSWhat is GDACS
•Network

– Disaster information services (Currently: Reliefweb, 
Virtual OSOCC, EC/ASGARD, UNOSAT , HEWS)

– Disaster managers in disaster-prone and responding 
countries/organisations

•Standards
– Protocols for data exchange among systems
– Procedures for information exchange among 

stakeholders
– GLIDE

•Web-platform:
– Alert notification after sudden-onset disasters
– Information exchange and coordination
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ScopeScope

• Sudden-onset disasters
– Natural
– Technological
– Environmental
– (No complex emergencies)
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StakeholdersStakeholders

• Affected countries

• Donor countries and organisations

• Scientific institutions
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GDACS Homepage at www.gdacs.com
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Virtual OSOCCVirtual OSOCC

• Web based information management
• Restricted  access
• Real-time coordination of response

http://ocha.unog.ch/virtualosocc
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Virtual OSOCC Disaster OverviewVirtual OSOCC Disaster Overview

Subscription to SMS and e-mail notifications

New disaster alerts entered by users

Ongoing disaster discussions

Automatic alerts and loss-estimations

SMS and e-mail subscription to automatic alerts
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Virtual OSOCC Maps & Satellite ImagesVirtual OSOCC Maps & Satellite Images

Automatic display of available satellite images

On-line request for customised satellite images or maps
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Virtual OSOCC Disaster OverviewVirtual OSOCC Disaster Overview

Summary created by moderator

Access to the discussion
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Virtual OSOCC Relief TeamsVirtual OSOCC Relief Teams
Overview of international relief teams

Users can add new teams, as required

Teams can update their record



Field Coordination Support Section (FCSS)
(INSARAG Secretariat)OCHA

Virtual OSOCC DiscussionVirtual OSOCC Discussion

Discussion overview

User comments & file attachments

New comments by users

Option to send comment by SMS or e-mail



Field Coordination Support Section (FCSS)
(INSARAG Secretariat)OCHA

Challenges AheadChallenges Ahead

• Establishment of GDACS Focal Points
– Raise awareness
– Provide information through Virtual OSOCC
– Assist in defining standards

• Revision of reporting standards
– Quality and quantity of priority needs
– Pledged and deployed resources
– Timeliness

• On-line simulation exercises
– Practice information exchange procedures
– National and international disaster managers
– From disaster event until arrival of international 

assistance
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Thank youThank you


